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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 08279 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PDIP, PEPR, AF, GW 

SUBJECT: RECOGNITION OF NEW REGIME IN AFGHANISTAN 
REFS: (A) STATE 111645; (B) KABUL 3397 (NOTAL) 

1 . INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE ON THE 
AFTERMATH OF THE KABUL COUP IS STILL FRAGMENTARY. 

AMONG OTHER QUESTIONS IT HAS, THE FOREIGN OFFICE IS NOT 
SURE WHETHER TARAKI WILL BE A LASTING PHENOMENON OR IF 
HE IS ACTING AS A FIGUREHEAD, WITH THE LOCUS OF POWER 
REMAINING TO BE DISCOVERED. ACCORDING TO OUR CONTACTS, 

HOWEVER, ONE THING SEEMS CERTAIN AND THAT IS THAT THE 
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COUP REPRESENTS A STEP FORWARD FOR THE SOVIET UNION. 

2. SINCE FRG PRACTICE IS TO RECOGNIZE STATES. NOT 
GOVERNMENTS, THE FOREIGN OFFICE DOES NOT PLAN TO ANSWER THE 
CIRCULAR NOTE OR TO MAKE ANY OTHER STATEMENT CONCERNING 
RECOGNITION. FRG RECOGNITION WILL CONSIST OF AND BE 
SIGNIFIED BY DOING BUSINESS AS USUAL WITH THE NEW 
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AFGHAN GOVERNMENT. 

3. THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAS ALSO RECEIVED MESSAGES FROM 
ITS EMBASSIES IN TEHRAN, ISLAMABAD AND NEW DELHI 
INDICATING THE HOST GOVERNMENTS' CONCERNS WITH 
DEVELOPMENTS IN KABUL. THE FRG EMBASSY IN NEW DELHI 
REPORTS THAT, DESPITE THE OUTWARD CALM IN OFFICIAL 
CIRCLES, THE COUP HAS SHAKEN THE GOI AS HAS NO OTHER 
EVENT IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS. 

4. IT IS TOO SOON TO DETERMINE WHAT EFFECT THE COUP 
WILL HAVE ON GERMAN RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES ON 
AFGHANISTAN'S PERIPHERY. ONE LIKELY EFFECT, HOWEVER, 

WILL BE TO LESSEN DOMESTICPOLITICAL OPPOSITION TO FRG ARMS 
SALES TO IRAN. HERETOFORE, QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED 

AS TO WHY THE SHAH NEEDS A HEAVILY-ARMED ARMY AND 
NAVY. ACCORDING TO ONE FOREIGN OFFICE CONTACT, THE 
ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION SHOULD NOW BE OBVIOUS. 

5. WHILE IN OFFICIALS REMAIN MORE CAUTIOUS IN 
THEIR EVALUATION OF THE COUP, A BONN/COLOGNE 
AREA PROFESSOR, WELL- VERSED IN SOVIET AFFAIRS AND 
KNOWN TO BE INFLUENTIAL IN GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION 
CIRCLES, HAS TOLD US HE CONSIDERS THE EVENTS IN 
AFGHANISTAN TO BE MOST WORRISOME. IN HIS VIEW, THE 
COUP COULD NOT HAVE TAKEN PLACE WITHOUT SOVIET 
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KNOWLEDGE AND ACQUIESCENCE. HE INTERPRETS THE SOVIET 
DECISION TO LET IT HAPPEN AS A SIGN OF SOVIET 
ADVENTURISM IN THEIR FOREIGN POLICY, SIGNIFYING A 
GREATER WILLINGNESS TO TAKE RISKS IN RELATIONS WITH 
THE WEST. 
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